Summary of Swedish RAS of NSDTR 2014 


This is a short summary of RAS - Breeding strategies of the breed - Nova 
Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever. The RAS is a document covering the breed 
and the breeding strategies for the future of a healthy and sound Toller. 
The full document is for now only in Swedish. The RAS has a yearly 
follow-up, and is readjusted every 5th year, and is now in a working 
process (2019). 
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2. Summary 


The Toller is a relatively new breed in Sweden. The first imported Tollers came here in 1984. The breed 
has its original from Nova Scotia in Canada, History goes on long way back, as the mid-1600s. But first 
registrations in Canadian kennel club was in 1945. 


The Toller, like all other retrievers, is a hunting dog, presented for retrieving dead or injured birds. The 
Toller however, differs from other retriever breeds with its “Tolling, "that is the dog’s playfulness to fetch 
an item thrown by the hunter, to lure and attract the birds within the shooting range. 


Summary of Swedish RAS of NSDTR 2014 
2.1. Breeding structure 


The genetic breeding base of the Toller is small and limited. Today's Tollers all come from 13 dogs, the 
first ones to be registered in Canada in the late 50's. Therefore, it is still important to keep the inbreeding 
rate low and to avoid using the same combinations. It is also important not to use single male dogs too 
much. The number registered Tollers is now quite even year by year, around 400 registrations per year. 


2.2. Health 


The Toller is a dog without major problems with diseases. About 5% suffer from the particular racial 
disease under the collective name Tollarsjuka. It is an immunological disease that can be divided into two 
groups. The first one is an autoimmune disease called a SLE-like disease complex. The second variant of 
the disease is one autoimmune variant of meningitis. 


The disease is chronic and can’t be cured at this time, but the symptoms can be relieved by steroid 
treatment, and most of the dogs can live an okay life without medicine when weaned off the steroids for a 
longer time period. A few individuals get relapses, during their lifetime, and some don’t. 


Heredity has not been proven yet, since the Tollar disease is of a complex nature. This means that several 
genes are involved, and also interact with environmental factors and cause the dog to become show 
symptoms. 


In the case of Hip dysplasia (HD), more than 10% of populations are affected, most with hip grade C. The 
proportion of Elbow dysplasia (ED) is approximately 2%, most with only minimal bone change along 
anconeal process of ulna. Neither dogs with HD or ED will be used in breeding according to the Swedish 
Toller Club's breeding policy. 


Since the DNA test for prcd-PRA have been a possibility before breeding, the disease cases have in 
principle ceased and only single new cases of prc-dPRA has been reported since the new eye protocol 
(SSVO) was put into use in 2011. Itis important, however, that all breeding animals have known DNA 
status regarding prcd-PRA, before mating, so that the combinations do not double the genes for the 
disease. Most dogs that are eye checked are without any remarks (UA). The most common remark on the 
SSVO protocol is distichiasis, an extra eyelash, but it is ok for breeding, and recommended that its partner 
will be SSVO clear when breeding. There are other diagnoses as well but, it’s more unusual. 


2.3. Exterior 


Among today's Swedish Tollers there is a large variety in type and size but generally the Tollers meet the 
requirements according to the breed standard. The breed has not been divided into an exhibition and a 
hunting variant. 


To evaluate the Tollers exterior there is access to exhibition and exterior description, and work is 
progressing to the breed standard is followed by judges for as homogeneous assessment as possible. 


Approximately 70% of the dogs that are entered to shows and get a written report, receive an excellent 
which is within the framework "well corresponds to breed standard". 


The equivalent of excellent/very good end up with 90-95% of the examined Tollers, which shows that the 
Toller is generally a dog without unhealthy deviations. 
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2.4. Function and mentality 


2.4.1 Function 


The Toller as a retrieving dog, can be officially assessed by the number of starts and pricing on the 
retriever hunting trial and Tolling hunting tests. Retriever hunting trial statistics have been available for 
Tollers since 1987 and for Tolling hunting trials since 2007 when the test was given official status in 
Sweden. 


The proportion of Tollers starting at retriever hunting tests has remained around 10% of the breed's 
annual registrations, while the number of starting-up hunting tests is increasing all the time. The 
corresponding figure for Tolling hunting tests was 36% in 2011. 


13 % of the started Tollers that get a prize on retriever hunting trials are 1st prizes. And about 20 % of the 
Tollers that starts on Tolling Hunting tests with a prize, is 1st prizes. It’s very pleasing to see the increasing 
of starts on Tolling Hunting tests continues. 


The Swedish Toller Club uses an unofficial retriever test with its own trained judge. The test is 
documented as a hunting merit for parent animals at the clubs side for litters for sale/litter planed. 


Since 2001, many Tollers have undergone a functional description with the purpose of passing through a 
few simple moments describe Toller duties and today there is a large statistical material. SSRK has been 
commissioned by SKK. The function description for retriever Function Description Retriever (FB-R), start 
in 2014, why the Toller club's function description time is now over. 


2.4.2. Mentality 


In recent years, approximately 35-40% of the Tollers have been mentally described. From 1990 - 2012, 
1665 Tollers have a mentality described (MH), which is very positive. 


The whole population is more or less represented, which means we have a good picture of the breed’s 
mental status based on mental description. 


Generally, developments on MH are monitored by curiosity, remaining fear and shot response and results 
from comparison charts show that the tariff generally is more scared and less curious than racial 
compared to SBK's average. Pleasure is that in recent years, the Toller shows something more curiosity 
and continued work to increase them desirable qualities will continue for a mentally healthy Toller. 


Since 2012 we have access to a further mental description - BPH (Behavior & Personality test Dog) 2012 
was described 112 Tollers, but as the description is brand new, it is so far (2013) too early to draw any 
conclusions from outcome. 


There are parts of the Tollers mentality that are not described in the mental description, That’s why it is 
necessary to also take in an analysis of the hunting properties to get a good picture of the breed. 


